VISVA-BHARATt QUARTERLY
What  a  beautiful  and dynamic  concept  of religion:
That which binds one indissolubly to the truth within*;
'that which ever purifies';   'that which  leaves the Soul
utterly restless until it has found' peace in its reunion
with the Divine Spirit, or God!
How different his concept of religion from the closed
and narrow view of religion as the mere observance of out-
ward rules and the performance of rites and ceremonies!
No wonder the orthodox, entrenched in their citadels of
arrogant and exclusive intolerance and selfish and cruel
unbrotherliness, shuddered and grew angry, and angrier , . .
But what of the scriptures? you may ask. How did
Gandhiji look upon the scriptures themselves? Does he
call himself a Hindu and deny the Sastras?
Gandhiji is essentially a freethinker, his way is that of
the Spirit and so he will not be enfettered by religious
tradition or prejudice.
He says:
I decline to be bound by any interpretation, how-
ever learned it may be, if it is repugnant to reason or
moral sense.
And, condemning untouchability, he applies this princi-
ple fearlessly and challenges the orthodox:
I consider untouchability to be a heinous crime
against humanity .... I know no argument in favour
of its retention, and I have no hesitation in rejecting
scriptural authority of a doubtful character in order to
support a sinful institution.
And again:
. Let us not deceive ourselves into the belief that
everything that is written in Sanskrit and printed in
Shastra has any binding effect upon us* That which
is opposed to the fundamental maxims of morality,
that which is opposed to trained reason, cannot be
claimed as Shastra, no matter how ancient it may be*
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